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GUEST EDITORIAL
One of the main goals of the European Hepato-Biliary
and Pancreatic Association (EHPBA) is to promote
excellence in the care of patients and in the training of
physicians in hepatobiliary and pancreatic diseases.
To this end, the EHPBA decided to organize annual
European Consensus Conferences in different fields
of HPB disease with the aim of arriving at a number of
expert recommendations for management. The first
consensus conference was organized in Brussels in
Belgium, from 30 November to 1 December 2007, on
the subject of cholangiocarcinoma (including intrahe-
patic and extrahepatic, proximal and distal cholangio-
carcinoma, but excluding gallbladder cancer).
The concept of this international scientific meeting
was based on 1.5 days of conferences and discussions
by multidisciplinary European and non-European
experts about all aspects of epidemiology, pathology,
diagnosis, staging, and treatment of this disease.
Twenty-three invited expert speakers (20 European,
3 non-European) were requested to give state-of-the-
art lectures based on their experience, but also on a
large critical literature review on the precise topic of
their talk, and to finish their conference with con-
sensus statements. A multidisciplinary consensus
expert panel (including 9 European and 1 non-
European expert) then had the task of establishing
and publishing EHPBA expert recommendations on
cholangiocarcinoma according to evidence-based
medicine criteria.
This international consensus conference was
opened with 160 members and non-members of the
EHPBA in attendance, including endoscopists, gas-
troenterologists, hepatologists, pathologists, oncolo-
gists, radiologists, and surgeons. The result of fruitful
interactive discussions between experts and audience
was a unique scientific event considered a great
success by all participants.
This special issue of the HPB Journal includes the
manuscripts of all the invited expert speakers. The
final steps will be put in place in the next issue with
the publication of a manuscript of ‘‘expert recom-
mendations’’ by the EHPBA expert panel members.
This issue of the Journal, devoted to the EHPBA
Consensus Conference on Cholangiocarcinoma, may
be considered the present state of the art of HPB.
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EDITORIAL
This issue of HPB marks a very significant landmark
for the journal. HPB now is not only the official
journal of the IHPBA but also two of our ‘‘sister’’
regional associations, EHPBA and AHPBA. This is a
momentous event for the journal as it increases
‘‘ownership’’ which in my view will enhance its
appeal and quality. Welcome to our two partner
societies. I look forward to the day when all of the
regional associations shall have HPB as their official
journal.
To mark the occasion in this issue the first half of
the manuscripts from the EHPBA consensus con-
ference on Cholangiocarcinoma are published. The
second and remaining group of manuscripts shall be
published in the next issue of the journal. I would like
to acknowledge the superb work by the guest editors
in putting the conference and manuscripts together.
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